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ABSTRACT 

Forming part 2 of the eighth annual report on the 
eondirt-i^n-d^f-^duca^t-ii^n— irn— t^e-^n^^t^d ^ 
describes *the programs and activities pf th^ National Center for 
Education Statistics. Both current ajoa projected programs are 
discussed in order; to. provide educators and policy makers some 
insight into the services offered by %he Center/ The report ^is * 
♦ divided into eight sections that include an introduction, and 
information on projects involving elementary/secondary education, 
higher education, adult and vocatiorial education, national 
longiiudi.naL studies, learning resources, information 'dissemination 
services,, and state technical assistance. The Center's 1983 program , 
will concentrate on maintaining^ five databases on public and private 
schools at (Jifferent levels, analysing data from the Center's 
longitudinal studies, administiering* surveys on current policy issues, 
and operating the Statistical Information Office, which' provides 
comprehensive information services to Congress, the states, and ^the * 
general public. (Author/WD) 
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* .National Center for ) 
Education Statistics 

•**rhe purpose of the Center^ shall be to. collect and 
^. ' disseminate statistics and other data related to educa- 
tion ih the United States and in other nations. . Xhe ^ 
, Center shall , . . collect, cbllate, and from, timelf 
,^^time, report full and complete statistics on^e^c^fdP 
tions of education in the United Sta^;::^OTcRict and 
iPublish reports on specialized^analyses of the mean- • 
\j ing and significance of such statistics; . . . and review 
and report on education activities ih foreign^coun- 
tries."-^Seotioh 406 (b)'pf the General Eiducation 
. ProvisionS'Act, as amendleid (20 U.S.C. 1221e— 1). 

< • O 
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, — < * . . . ■ .<U{S, Obvemment Eriritipg Office . 



' With the emergence of the new Federalism^ the role 

of the 'Federal government in education is now/vbeing 
redefined, lit is clear that accompanying this redefining, ^ • 
there Js a recognitiofr^that the Federal role in statistics * 
is .relatively more impprtant. We have prqyided what we ' • 
. believe is impc^rtant for the education ^community at 
large, and the public ih general, the data about American 
education ih Volume I of JTie Condition of Education, 

It seems equally important to me, that we provide to "i 
: ^he State education agencies, local school districts, edu- 
cational institutions, and other education policym^ers 
some insight into what the National Center for Educa- • 
tion«Statistics is.now doing and what w^ are planning to 
do. I ask you to take the time to read this Volume 11; 
Condition of Education, so that you can not only' ^ 
3ntidpate*what survey g^ what <;tatjstjca1 and information — _ 
programs .We have in the Center, but also-so that you can 
• ' provide, us with your reactions, and?suggesti6ns, regard- \ 
ing our cunent work and our f<iture"plans..We need to;- . 
know^what emphasis in education statistics you feel are ^ * 
most important and why you believ^^this to be true; We 
dQ solicit your views and I-^can assure ypu that we will 
carefully consider the rractidns whibh you provide. ^ 
I believe this volme will be both informative and 



useful ji& ^^0u^anti9i^ate^tlte-e\iucatioiBtat^ 



''<V^J, ' your area ofinter^st as well'aslthat of the nation.' 




Administrator ' ^ 

National Center for Education Statistics^ , Y' 
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^ The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
Allects statistics on the condition of education in the 
united 'States, analyzes and reports the mearting and 
significance of these statistics, and assists State and local 
• education agencies in improving their statistical systems. 
In recent yeArs, NC^S' responsibilities have been in- 
creased. by mandated studies from the Congress. These 
studies include developing and implementing a national 
vocational education data system, conducting a continu- 
ing surve^ of the supply and demand for educational 
persoTineX and4)r(Klucing profiles on the degree toVhich 
States are achieving equalfeation of resources for ele- 
mentary and secondary education. ^ / 
NCES supports a wide range oT activities, to provide 
poUcy-relcvant data on sucli issues as access of minorities 
* to postsecondary education, impact of enrollment 
changes on institutions, and the outcomes of education, 
to assist State afid local education agencies in improving 
information systems; and to provide comprehensive 
information services to the education community and 
the public, . * • * ^ 



Introduction 

The Center's fiscal year 1983 program, based on a 
budget request of $8,700,000 will be directed toward* 
0 Maintaining five data bases on public and private i 
elementary /secondary, postsecondary, . vocational, 
and adult educatipn to monitor trends on enroll- 
ments, staff, and finances. The data bases are the 
core source of the Center's most widely used 
publications The Condition of Education, The 
Digest of Education Statistics, and Projections of 
Education Statistics,^ 
0 Analyzing data from tlie Center's longitudinal 
studies that address differences in student achieve- 
ment, effects of financial aid , on access to postsec- 
ondary education, youth. employment, higli schooF 
dropQuts, discipline and ordei:, and the quality of 
• education in public, ^nd private schools. 
0 Administering survey's through the Fast Response 
Survey System t|iat prb^fde data witliin 6 months 
""orTcurrent policy issues. * X 

o Operating the Statistical Information Officer diat 
provides comprehensive information services to 
, some 24,000 users, including, the Congre^, the 
^ ♦ States, and the general public. * / 

• . / 



\ 



• The focus, of the Center's statistical program at the 
elementary /secondary level is to provide information on 
Ae condition of. public and private education to the 
Nation. The basic program includes annual national. 
State, aihd local data-collection systems on public 
elementary and secondary school systems. An important 
recent addition to the system -is ^e compilation of 
"^financial, pupil, and teacher data for each public sphool 
district in the United States. The private schqol portion 
is a major new undertaking. / 

Sata Sources . 

, Elementary/secondary education statistics are collect? 
^ed. fromvseveral sources. A major program of compiling 
-statistics, on ^public eletnentary/secpndary school ^sys- 
temsy students, staff, and fiAancial characteristics is con- 
ducted each year in cooperation with each Stafe edtjca- ' 
tion agency. This program provides information abQUt;\ 
faU* school memb|rship, "th^/^numbet^rof school staff' ^ 
positions; revenues from Federal, State, or local^ovem- 
ment sources; and^expendituresjor admimstm^^ in- 
struction^ and other purposes. Summary statistics for 
each State and the; 20 largest citieVfretPublished pn an 
anniiaL^basis. Similar, less detailed dataware collected for j 
Vach off&e 16,000 sC^6ol,systems^in the'Uniterf.^^^ 
information on enroflment, number of teachersy loca- 
tion, and? grade* span of the 90,000 .public schools is 
belngcollected periodically. 1.,^^ 

In the private school aectori a new census of private 
;elertientary/secondary schools was carried- out for the 
198^8L.sbh6prNyear, updating a4^978:listi^^^^^ ' 
fprmatioii in^the latest suiVeydncluded'the^^ 
district in .which the. private ^school is.located; the^num-r 
ber of students enrolled^ graduated from 
and the grade; span of the scfipol; iTiese data were col- 
lected directly frpni lthe s^^^^ except that data for the 
JRoman: Catholic piocesah?5chppls w^^^ the 
National CatholiciEducatioh'Assod'ati " \ 



Elementaiy/S^condiai^/^ 

Education 

NCES also conducts or sponsors special sample sur- 
veys periodically to provide comparable general statistics 
on the. characteristics of students, graduates^ and staff," 
that cannot be easily obtained from information collect- : 
ed by State education agencies. Fof example^ stalisfics 
op children enrolled in preprimary schools are collected 
in October through the Bureau of the Census' Current 
Population Survey. They are^ published ^biennially. A 
sample survey of school district demand for teachers is 
conducted periodically to complement the data on the' , ^ 
supply of new teach^i^. among all' recent college grad- ^' 
uates. * ' ^ 

Another major source of data is the 1980 IJecennial 
Census of Population and Housing. Using these data, 
NCES began the school district mapping project in 1982, 
which will provide population and Rousing data for esch 
of the 16,000 local school systenje-fii the United Stated 

Surveys^nd Studies ^ * f 

Statistical sun(eys and studies are conducted on the ,^ 
characteristics of ktud^nts, schools, schppl dist^cts and - 
staff^nembers of tiie school systeft^ ^ ^ 

f: fteprimary school ^ -> 

enroUiTK^nt: c , ' ^ ^ 

simple of children 3 to 5 years old, enrolled 
. and not enrolled, by age, sex, race, Hispanic^ 
prigiiir region, educational levels of parents, ' . 
employ ment.status of mother, and household; ttr , f 
* ^meJFor children Enrolled, level (nursery schdoV * 
" ; or Iciiiilcrgarten)i public and private, and full-' ' ' 
^ , ' or pait-day attendance. (Biennial). 

^all surveyfof local / ^ 
public school systems: /' 

immbef of school districts, students, staff,' high 

school graduates, and e¥timates of financi^. . , ; 
receipts, expenditures, and teacher salaries for 
. each State, the 20 largest dties,;and^tHe 

. areas. (AhniS) * 



'.Rbyeriuesand * ^ , « 

'expindituxcs: ' * . 

cbmDrchensive State aggregate data covering (a) 
,tcc«pts of locdl public school districts from all 
^ sources including payments madi on behalf of 

^ • the local districts by the^^tate education 

j agency atid other Stafe agenjncs, and (b) ex* 

. * penditures of lodil public school districts by 

m '^^^ purpose. The principal data elements are 
, ' " receipts by source, cunent expenditures by 
major function, community services, other 
^ . pupilservices, capital expenditures, ;lebt* 
service, and average daily attendance. Some 
of these data are required for the^ administration 
^ . of P,L 89-10, P.L 81-874 arid P L 95-561, 
secti^ 12Q|. (Annual) 



Census of local public 
school districts: 



name, county, State, number of schools, 
grade span and ^ollment of each district 

(Annual) 

Local sehool district, ^ 
' student t, staff, and « 
financial chaiacteiistics: ^ 

enrollment by leyel^ teachers, teacher aides, and 
X * other support staff; receipts by source and 

expenditures by purpo^. Depending upon , 
• need^ the detailed data may to collected for< 

the entire universe of school districts or for a * 
' sample of districts. (Annual) 



State education 
; * agency officiaU: ' 



names, titles, and phone numbers of officials ' 
for each State education agency. (Periodic) 



Stat6 education • . , / ♦ 

agency operations: ' ^ 

revenues by source and expenditures and 
employees by State education agency functions, 
Le., approval of programs, consultative services, 
distribution of resourcfes;^ generai management,-' 
. internal services, planning and research, operation 
' of schools, and vocational rehabiUtatioa^ata 

* are reported for States grouped by public 
• ' ' school membership; (Annual) 



1980 decennial census data 
for school districts: - 

tabulatlens of the 1980 decenniatcensus data will 
, f be provided for each of the 46,000 local school 
districts in the United States. Data on population, 
population characteristics, housipg, etc., will be 
^ compiied'within local school district boundaries and 
^ — provided in the f«rm of a series of da ta tapes for 
r public Use. Products will include (a) a set of data 
:tapes for each State with the dat^ for each school 
""^^^^ ^strict in the State, (b) a set of maps Rowing 
the 1980 Census geography and school'district 
boundaries, (c) a geographic cross*rcference file 
that identifies eac%l$80 Census geographic unit 
completely or partially enclosed by eadi school 
\ ^district's boundaries, and (d) technical information 
needed by prospective users of maps, data tapes, 
and/or the geographic cross-reference file, ash might 
» be applied to public use tapes or thtschotSjUiistrict 
. tapes. This product will also mclude data on 
sampling enors.and other inf6rmatfon needed for 
extended analysis of the data. (Onetime) 



Teacher supply and 



demandf 



estimate of the numbers of college graduates added 
to the teacher supply, employed as teachers and 
employed in fields o^er than teaching, 
local education ageney sample of niimber of teachers', 
employed, teachers laid off,.teacherdp^enings, cunent 
and anticipated teacher.shortages, all by level and' 
* Held of instruction. (Periodic) 



Congressionaliy Mandated 
Reporting 



. In cooperafion with State education agencies and the / 
Bureau of the Census, NCES established ? "Reliable sta- 
tistical" base as required by,Section 1521, P.L. 95-561, 
to make available . .data developed from the 1980'^ 
decennial census. . . to the Secretary of Education iden- 
tifying data for children under 18 years of age. . .for 
schDol districts.'* V * ' > • 



n.. 



Under section 406(b) (5) of the General Education 
Provisions Act, I^CES is mandated to "conduct* a con- 
tinuing survey of .institutions of higher eduication and ^ 
local education agencies ^tp determine the demand, for 
and the Availability of qualified teachers and admin- ' 
istrative personnel, especially in critical areas within 
education which are developing or are likely to de- 
velop. . . These surveys are the major basis o([ reports 
. on teacher supply and demand. The report? are based on 
^ . a survey of teachet demand and shortages in local edu- 
cation agencies and other schools^ a survey of college 
t graduates newly qualified ta teach, and NCES projec- 
tions of teacher supply and demanfd. The report covers' 
changes in the balance of the» supply of ^nd the demaijid . 
for newly qualified Jteachers, mid in the need for teachers • 
\^'^ particular fields of study. It also' examines how • 
- % ^ graduates who are newly qualified to teach fare^ in 
the labor market compared with other college graduates. 

A persistent' concern in education is the disparity jn 
resources, amoftg public elementary/secondary school ' 
• ' districts and among States. To ascertain the extent and 
significance^ of these disparities, ' the 197? Education 
Amendments require NCES to publish information on ^ 
disparities every other year."* 

. Data Uses . 

The statisfips NCES^ collects from State education 
I agencies and fr-onl^thef sft5cial .surveys ar6 used ex?' 

\ tensively in many ways^ Ijy persons outside 'tJf NCES 
^ .for testimony before Congressional Committees, for * 
planning in various Federal executive departments, and 
for (planning by professional organizations. They are. 
also, used by various businesses that sell to educational 
institutions, by State, executive and legislative staffs in 
jTiaking interstate comparisons, by associations of local 
School systems, by xe^earchers in colleges, and univer- 
sities, and in -State (SEA's) and local education agencies 
^ (LEA's) as well as in o^ther nations, and bx.the media in 
reporting on educational issues and events. Examples of 



data uses.outside of NCES ^uringthis past year included 
the following: < ^ ' ' . 

The^National Institute of Education used information 
on all the private schools in ea£h of 1 1 stanjlard metro- 
politan statistical areas in conjunction witti ojie of their 
school finance projects. ^ , ' > 

Department of Eduction experts used NCES^daflT*^ 
on teacher shortages in the sciences fortiational plarming 
.purposes • \^^^^ ' ' ^ 

The Governments" Division, bureau of the Census, 
used the CCD school district universe tg update thejr file 
of public school districts for the' 1982 Census of Gpv- 
emments.j, * o » 

A State education «agency research director used 
NCES' teacher supply and demand ^8rvey as a model' 
forliis own Staiels survey. 

A State education agency used data about other 
State education agency operations for a comparative 
study of SEA staff cqsts.' 

The Councillor American Private Education (CAPE) 
used data on teacher qualifications^d taition rates. 
~ A Canadian government statisUcian used NCES' 
• survey of* recent college graduates as a model for a. 
similar Canadian survey.'' 

A university researcher, used data for- a first-time 
analysis on the number and characteristics Of ^*rural" 
School districts in the United States, including enroll- r 
ment size, metropolitan status, and number of schoolsij - 

Plans ' V 

To assist NCES in its review of- data collection pri- 
' orities and in Its selection of statistical materials^ for 
publication, meetiri^ -wera held at least twice a year 
with representatives of 29 national organizations of 
pubUc or private school .administrators or pracLtitiorters 
^t the elementary and secondary school levels. This 
process allows State and local people to make l^ovwi tOy 
NCES their ln(orniat^on needs. Their recommendations ^ 
^ aid 'NCES in l^eviewing program priorities. They help 
"target" oiv^^^us" puWications on specific kinds of 



usexi, and provide* NCES with the opportunity to 
.develop the content of new surveys with their inteiided 
"users.* . *A • • * 

For* example, on a new sample' survey of private. ' 
elementary and secondary 'schools, the CoQncil for 
American Private Education is advising NCES about the 
information of most value to the c6nstituent organi- 
zations. In this ijlanned survey, expected in early 1984,., 
the -possible CQntent incluaes candidate items recom- 
mepded by a special subcommittee of CAPE in addition * 
to thbse.that are part of a general statistical information 
system. * . , 

The Common Core of Data (CCD) system,, the Red- 
eral-State cooperative'^statistical system in elementary 
aod seclwdary education, is being "streamlined" in 
fiscal , year 1983.' The^systen) is composed of .several * 
partsf some of whiph are being switched'from an annual 
bisis to a biannual or triannual basis 6t are being collect- 
.ed oh' a sample basis. These change^ere developed*in ' 
concert \^th a special task^ force of the (!{>mmittee on 
EvaliAtion and IiTformatiq|l' System^s (CEIS), a st^ding 
committee of-the Council of Chief State School Qfficers, 
as beneficial to State and local education agencies. They \ 
were discussed with representatives of the major Depart- 
ment of, Education offices, and other ,^^ate and local 
education groups. .The result is that* the amount of 
administra'tive data, assembled by State educartion 



agencies ftom their records systems, is being sharply 
reduced and will continue- to^ decrease in fiscal year 
.1984. The decrease in the number of nonfiscal data 
items collected ^^nnually. is 40 percent. The new stream: 
liped system InWectly reduces the periodicity by re- 
ducing the annual collection and relying on sample 
surveys to provide additional information on a periodic 
basis. * . ' f ' ' ' 
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Higher Educatian 



Social^ demographic, educational, and economic Degrees and 
Is^es challenge - hi^er educktion today. Among thevf^ other formal awards 
mfost critical are questions ' pertaining to access to ' ^<»nferred: 
hi^er education for various populations, the effects 
of shifting enrblhnent "patterns, the long-iarige finan* 
cial outlook for colleges and universities, " and the 
uncertainty of job opportunities for graduates. 

The NC^S program in^ higher education^ provides 
statistical information used by planners, policymakers, 
and' educators in addressing -these issues.; The primary 
source this : information is theyfitigher Education 
General information -^urvey^^EGflS),^ an'-anhtial series 
•of surveys iiiitiated by NCES, Jhat provifea^ of 



lirst professional degrees by lleld; bachelor's, 
master's, anS doctor'sjdegrees by disdplines;^nd 
degrees and awards based on Ipss than 4 years of 
work beyond high school Degree data by sex*are 
collected on an annual basis. Racial/ethnic data . 
are collected in odd-numbered years. (Annual) 



Residence and 
migration (H 

<x>llege students: ' ' ' ^ .'^ 

first-time student enrollment classified by residence^ 
status (in-state/out-of-statie/forefen), by sex, aiten- 
^ . - dancesta'tus,andlevelofenrollmfertt (Biennial). 

.datarM- the N^^^ - ^ * ' ^ 

-tibn/ of Wgher ^ucatio^ Salanes, tenure, ' " 

speci^,:Studies^ of recent college ^aduates and post** 
.secoiidapr edbcalion participant^ ; • - ' . 



Higher EdUQatioiiJiS|n^^^ 
Information Survey (HEGIS) 

\ The HEGIS ;data^ base provides -a t census ^of pubfe 
and .private . universifies, incfuding community and^ 
2:year colleges, their enroUments, degrees awarded, 

faculty salaries, finances, and other characteristics. 

^ , - - ^ ^ 

Surveys* ^ ^ ^ 



an^fringe 
.benefits of full- 
time ii\struc- 
tiond faculty: 



Financial;^ 
statistics: 



.Institutibnal 
characteristics: 



naine,^ address, Congresdo nal^distrjct, ooii nty, 
telephone number, year ^slablished, s^^^^^ 

body,:tuitipri,'.cohtf61 or aifffition,- calendar, 
'system, highisst de^eibs Qjffered,:type of program;- 
\^ ^^and acCTedit^Uph^^ 



number,of instructional faculty by rank, sex, tenure 
status, and leng^ of contract; salaries and fringe 
. benefits ofjTuU-tinle instructional faculty. (Annual) 



current fund^; revenues by source (e.g., tuition and 
fees, gpvemment,.private gifts); current funds, ex- 
penditures by function (e.g., instruction, research, 
plant maintenance and operation); physical plknb 
assets and indebtedness;^and endowment hi-' 
vestments and performance.: Sinde fiscal year 1975^ ,- 
data arex^oUected on ch^nge^ in fund balances: 
\ * ' (Annual)^ 



^Ojllege'and^ 
uJuyeKity' 
libr^es: 



Fall enroilmentt 



full- and part-time, erfrolhnent for t^^^^ and women 



^data'tii^rmipf 

' * - }V . '^ ' , - . * . f ^numbered' yeariff^nnus^ ^ * 



.name, address, and telephone number; ijumber 
and salaries of full- and part-time staffj 1^ sex andj 
.position; circulation andintCTUbiaiy loan^ 
transactions; book^nd media coUertipns; hdurs,, 
and days of service; operating expenditures;b^ 
- ^-^ * P.urppse..(BiennMi^ 



Data Uses 



*The NCES higher education data file provides such * 
information as trends in the enrollment of women and 
minorities; patterns of expefiiditures . and revenues of 
institutions; and the relationdiip between rising faculty 
salaries and college and unive'fsity' tuition ^charges. The 
Office for Civil Rights uses these tiata to lAonitOT com-\ 
pllance with Federa) legislation/ Thes'e data are also usedi 
to tiistribute student aid funds to colleges and univer- 
sities and to determine Institutidna^ligibility for 
Federal assistance. Through speetal studies, the cost of ' 
redesigning collegiate facilities to permit full access to 
the handicapped has been estimated, characteristics of 
black institutions have been examined, and the educa- 
^tional participation and achievement of Hispanic 
Americans have been analyzed. # • 

Thousands of requests for information or consulta- 
tions are received by the Center each year^ased on the>', 



Media contacts included requests frorn Restaurant 
and Food Magazine for information on campus residence 
trends, KNBC News (Los AngelesX' for trends in basic 
colle_ge student costs. The New York Times, for data on 
^ the family income averages for college students, US, 
News and World Report , for racial/ethnic college enroll- 
ment data. Working Women , for. trends in enrollment of 
women in business administration, the Deiroit News , for 
information on the status of the traditionally black 
'colleges, and Time Magazine, for changes in graduate 
schoorenroUntents in recent years. . . 



Plans ' 

NCES is currently undertaking a review of its entire 
postsecondary data-collection program. With the adop- 



Higher Edfication General Information Suri||(HEGISX'^^onVf the new Classification of Instruction^ l4ograms, 



The specifics below illustrate the range oT the^e requesls: 
Members of Congress or Congressional "committees 
rijquest information from the Center on a regular basis. 
For instance, a. Senator from Wisconsin requested finan- 
cial data bn colleges and universities,. a Representative 
from Missouri asked for data 9n enrollment in occupa- 
tional fields; and^ ,a* Representative /rom Mississippi 
requested ^alary-ranje . data for various college admin- 
istrative positions. ^^^e^Hquse Education and Labor 
Committee nee4e^^^§nation on enrpllments for 
advanced degrees. '^^^'^^ ' / ' v^v^! 

On numerous dccsfsions, consyltations were held such 
as with a higher education panel coordinated by the 
American Council on Education on needed data in 
higher education, on data-collection techniques for the 
Stanford University Ihstitute f6r Chicano Research, 
and with the American Association of Colleges for 
Teacher Education on thejmplications of teacher-supply 
.demand data. 

Data on undergraduate enroUnients were provided to 
the ^Nafional .Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities. At the request of the Blacjc Women's 
Summit, trends in higher education enrollment by race 
were supplied. 



the tools are now available to provide a muqh^more 
complete and coherent statistic^ picture of postsecon- 
dary 'education. NCES has also adopted a system of 
classifying institutions that allows fqr stratification into 
more homogeneous grouping-essential for designing 
sample surveyi. Representatives of the U.S.4)epartment 
of Education, other Federal agencies. States, and institu- 
tions are being asked to assist NCES in re-evaluating 
the content Hfd ppriodicitySrf-each survey to prQyjde 
. better a similar data while minimizing the burden on- 
respondents. 

The redesign .process is /Ust beginning. However, it 
should ultimately permit a more compreheigive and 
systematic perpective about postsecondary qqucation 
that 3till consists of many parts with specific constituen- 
cies. 

In addition to the regular HEGIS surveys, NCES plans 
to sponsor a^triennial supplement to the Current Popula- 
tfon Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Cen$>is, 
which queries individuals in 56,000 samplfed househ^^s 
on their higher education. activities. One survey will 
provide demographic and economic data as well as other 
selected characteristics reported by individuals in ^m- 
pled households on higher education students. This 
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survey will enable NCES to obtain basic student ch'aracT 
teristic data not otherwise available through institutional 
surveys. 

A second new survey is planned in the postsecondary 
education area -State Expenditures for Postsecondary 
Education. This survey will ask State officials to report 
tot^ financial support for postsecondary education 
^including postsecondary student aid, expenditures for 
non-HEGIS public 2-year instit^itions, expenditures for 
postsecondary education t)oard^ and capital outlays for 
f)ublic postsecondary institutions. 

NCES continues to work qlosely with the higher edu- 
cation community to estabhsh priorities for data collec- 
tion. The State Higher Education Executive Officers 
Organization (SHEEO) provides valuable feedback and 
mput. Other higher.education organizations such as the 
National Association of Colle^ and University business 
Officers (NACUBO), the Association of College Regis- 
trars and Admission Officars, .and the Association of 
•Physical Plant Administrators recommend improvements 
to specific areas of data collection such as highef educa- 
tion finances, enrollments, and facilities, often with 
'NCES' financial support. ^ * 

Recent College 
Graduates - Study . 

The huge investment in a college education by 
students, parents, and institutions rajses a key question, 
how valuable is a college education today in helping/to 
secure a suitable job?oThe question conc^rns'not or^y 
the immediate economic return for ^the years spent 
learning, jbut also^s^d perhaps more importantly-the 
Opportunity for a challlh^g career. 

An answer to Sfe^qiiesTiigji comes from, the NCES 
survey of recent college gradi^tesj based upon a repre- 
sentative sample of graduate? who received a bachelor's 
or master's degree the preceding, ^ear. The following 
summary specifies the data collected. ' 



Recent college I \ . * • ^ r » 

gradufttes: " , . . * 

' ^ ' date of graduation, -field of study, graduates (lewly 
cfLialified to teach, further enipllment, financial 
aid, employment status (especially teacher employ- 
ment characteristics), job characteristics and earn- 
ings, city and Slate of residence, age,^marital 
status,. sex and racial/ethnic origins. (Periodic) 

Plans 

The 1981 survey, 4he third in the Series, provided 
data on the employment status of college graduates over 
a 6-year period. The data also addressed the demand 
component of teacher supply-demand by reporting the 
fields in -which newly qualifie^leache.rs_Qbtaln emplay- 
ment. Reports will be prepared to address such issues as 
the economic returns of a college education; the supply 
and demand of professional personnel; the underemploy- 
ment of colfege graduates; the access to professional 
opportunities for women and minorities; and thfe re- 
lationship of Federal assistance to enfployment and 
postbaccalaureate education. 

Selected Publications 

Education Directory: (jolleges and Universities (Biennial) 

Fall Enrollment in Higher Education (Annual) 

Profiles for Women's Colleges: Enrollment Statistics 

(Bulletin) ^ ' ^ ' 

Residence and Migration of College Students (Periodic) 
Earned Degrees Conferred (Annual) 
Assocjile, Degrees and Other Formal Awards Below the 

Baccalaureate (Annual) . . 

Faculty Salaries, Tenure, and Fringe Benefits (Annual) 
Financial Statistics of Institutions^ ofHiglier Education, 
\ (Annual) 

Library Statistics .of Colleges and Universities - Trends 

1968 -y9J7 . ,^ ' ^ ; 

Library Statistics of Colleges, and Universities, Institu- 
tional Data, Fall 1979 
New Teachers in the Job, Market (Periodic) 
Occupation&gf Recent College Graduates (Periodic) 
Labor Fori^ Status of Recent, College Graduafes 
(Periodic) " v 



Higher Education Surveys 



'Year of data collection^^ 



] \ * . ' , * Surveys ♦ ^ 
I. ' " • ^ ' i 


1982 


,1983 


1984 . 


1985 ■ 


1986 


r Colleges and Universities 
Institutional characteristics 


< 


□ 


\ 


• 

« 




Fall enrollment ♦ * 
Racial/etlinic data collected* ' 


■ 


□ 


[^,- 
U 


\ 


□ 
n 

LJ 


' Degrees and other awards' conferred 
^ Racial/ethnic data collected 




□ 
□ 


□ 


□ 
□ 


□ 


Residence and migration of college students 
; College and University staff 






□ , 












□ 




I Q 

] Faculty salaries * ^ '*y o.- 


□ 




□ * ■ 






: ' Financial statistics ^ 


□ 




□ \ 


O 





I. 



College and university libraries 

State expenditures for postsecondary education " 



JRecent College Graduates 



□ 



S = Sample Survey ^ . 



O 



□ 
□ 



P- 



*- ■ 



<6 
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. A number of issues have Tieightened interest in 
adult and vocational educatiOo. Teenage unemploy- 
ment persists, for example^.and kis^ure time is,i|icreasing. 
More women are entering or returning t^ the vyoritforqe. 
Age populations are shifting, and new technology is 
, changiifg job requirements or creating new jobs. NCES 
studies provide information fo people who deal with 
these issues. ' ' - 



Adjolt Educatioii 

The changing socioeconomic^ composition of the, 

. population'' has provided, the^impetus for the steadily 
grpwing demanjS' for adult education courses. People 

" are-li)fing-longer, are in better health in their later years, 

^ anS have the economic resources to participate in^ a 
wide range of educational activities* Other factors 
encoura^g the growth of adult q^ducation have been 
the demands for retraining by wpm^n entering or 
re-entering the labor fojce; the nepds of new immigrants; 
State . licensing programs which require occupational 

.updating. aptivities.;;new"jbb, technologies; and the^e:^- 
pandihg base of person^ 'With coliege oK other.advanced- 
education' whose interest in lifelci^jg learning is clear. 
Colleges arid universities, seeking hew sources of stu- 
dents, hav§ also contributed to the gj^owth of adulf 
education /oy offering attractive cpu^ con- 
ve^iierit for «w.orkers and retirees. Iix addition,.secohdary. 
school systems, converting unused classrdpms^ and ayafl- 

.able teachets,, hive exlended; pXogr^ms^to^duJts^ln^t^^^ 

Ictonrmm^ 

•NpESr^ da t a>:;j>f 6^ 
maker$.with^^ 

^Jaken'^by^act^ 

(^..sources used^ rtraining, and^ the-exie^^^^^ 

whicK er^^ , . 

©atia Sdii 




; ; Adult anffi 
¥oca<3Qnal jSdttCJ^^ 

*. * 
, * tfqn activities. Tljese surveys are repeated to provide 

tr^hd j^ata on changes.in studeots and courses. 

NCES sponsors an annual supplement to the Current 
Population Survey conducted. *by the 'Bureau of the 
Census. Tlijfi'^rvey consists of a sample of 56,000 
households to determine their education activities during 
the preceding year, ^he study, provides demographic 
data on different segments of participants in education 
activities^ including eknjfentary and secondary students, 
postsecondaiy students^ and adulf education partici- 
pants. These three segments, WitK some "flexibility as to 
type of questions, wiU .be rotated on 'a 3-year cycle. 

Complementing ^Jhis study of individuals are studies 
of organizations offering adult education. To reduce the 
burden irpbp respondents, most' .'Of these studies use 
nationally fep/esentative samples of institutions and are 
* conducted periodically in. intervals of 2 yea^rs or longer. 

A schedule of adul J^ducation surveys is presented in . 
^he tabl6 atjthe endo/lhis chaptdr. , 

Surveys ^ . . ^ , 



Farticipafio^ * 
in adult 
- educatlon:- 



demographic characteristics of students-age, sex,- 
raceyethnic p/igiiC iftcome, ecjiication, employ- . , , 
ment; coitf se characteristicss— subject areas, . 
reasons for talcing cour^sj completion, method of/ . 
instruction; duidtion, credit^ sources of payment;" 
*and types Of adipinisterihg institutions or agehciei < . 
* . . * ' (Trieiimkl)*,'^ 



'Adiilt basic 
landse^ndaiy, 
education: 



^ participants,"By'S«c, race-ethnii origin; instruo? \ 
tioiial leveVand cotftpictfpn|; program goiJs^and^ - . 
' iitipac^; classes; and. staff (national and Sjtate, ..C 



- . /r6;/pfbvide' th^ 

coinbiniiig t^pprts- /|om hidiV fpAticip^^^ 
, l^qnted by /surveys of /j^^^^ aSult^ed^ 



/ ^^du]t-edu^ltip^^ 
:%tHroufijh home 
" study: ' 



name and a4dres£r<?f sponsbring schobl, c6ntroit> v^, ■ 
programs, enroliinehts-]^d completions. (PeriodlcX^ . / 



15- , 



1) 



' typ e of organizatiQn;(heaith,' service, .welf^e, 
CiviCv religious); courses;iuitiofrand fees;' 
enrollments; completions; and methods of in^^uo- 
tlon (televisibl^, radio, telephone, kits). (Periodic) 



Adult educajtion 
injree universitiesi 
and learning ' ^ 
. . centers: ^ 



4iame, ad4re$s, and telephone number; type. of 



paid and unpaid full- and'part*.time staff; fees; 
source^ of income; and expenditures. (Periodic) 



A^ult education r*. J , <^ents and ^e\* laws bver the years, Fede^al funding 

^community ^ ' o ' \^ . nG\y supports sldlls traiixu^.-f^r liigh/ school and-post 

prganizations: •• 'V " " _ '\ehigh school Students, specialised jb^ 

► capped and.disadvantagqd{^iude|!ts,^^we^ as occupa- 
, tional training and? retraining^ adults unable ^o 
compete in today's labdr.rftarket;* * 

\ 'NCES voc5tioA4''^^"^^^^9" ^^^^ collection 
^;,and analysis program ]p4;6^des information on fe^al^ 

ly funded vocational training ptograms in secondary and . 
' postsecondSry 'schools»/0lhe1r studies provide in forma- - 
tipn on jstudents* and job*' trying program's offered by 
organization, year founded,' affiliationi activities pijblic and private non^Uegiate postsccondary schools. . 
offered; participants by sex, race/ethnic origin;^ . « / 

Vocational Education 
DataSystehi : \ , ' 

. The ^ Educ^tipn Am^dmentrctf J976 (Public Law 
94-482) required NCES tQ develop, implement, and 
^ operate a national Vooatjpnal .EdjicatioK Data System, 
organizations in ^ the field. Planning sessions involve/ (VEDS), Cofl^ss required ;e]JlabK d^la on vocational 
representatives of these groups to establish priorities, students, programlj^ program' completers .aAd leayefs, 
avoid overlap with other studies. or existing data^files, staffs faculties,, aftfd'expeti^ures with^ttch queries as: 
identifying the most-needed data elemeAu, and establisi? ^ /'Who is bein§ served 4n vocational education?" "How 
the optimum periodicity. Priorities are alsp |stablished aref they being served?" "Whatjs being accon^).lished?" ^ 
by reviewing user response to previous studies. The fe|n ^-"Wh^.S tlie cqst?'*-A?EpS' purpose is to provide ac- 
interest, tor example, in the first survey '6ffree*\inivfrf * curatp,-' State^aggre^tefloformafa^on on vocational ed- 
sities and learning referral centers spaiked pla^is to* . , uc^Jion as^if^fcoj^cted "'tftil^ 
repeat'il in 1982. \ . i ' /' ^.^'k ^Hurjder the ^ocatibnal Edijfcation Actfln the public 

. 0.' . . * 'c, ^schods^and various postsecon 

DatatJseS and Plans .designed tf> offer -improved ^and consistent information 

'* . . ; '^ . //fcf Congress artd-the.vanqus Sta^^^ 
Infi^rmation from studies in aduU education ^rbvide§ thr^igk J:jie use* of. uniform^'definitions and *st5hdard . 
the basis for examining the extent to ^hich adult^ed- data*elements to replace the heterogeneous information 
'ucation is serving students witlj. varying academic^and elements formerly employed hy diffe/e^t States. Such 



In developing its priorities .for adult education sur- 
veys, NCES consults with, educational researchers. 
Federal and State education planners, and concerned' 



vocational needs. In additiph,4hes^e. studies expand the 
scope of data available^ to postsecondary. education 
planners. 

Future plans for data collection on adult*^ education 
include surveys on participation in adult education in 
1984, aduft education through home study in 1983, 
and adult education in free universities and learning 
referral centersJn 1982. 

Vocational Education / 

Educat|9n , and'- emplo^fint are closeiy. lipked 
in^.American society, but iijowhere.are they ^more .directly 
. aligned^thah in vocatiohd education. Be^ning wife the 
•passage 'of the Smith-Hughes Act^ih 1916, Federal 
ppUcy; has 'Stressed direct support for a Variety 
edj^ca tional programs to enhance employment bppor* 
tunUies. foFvypH'^giP&ciple^ ^hro^ series of aunend- 



standard prbc|dures will fe.elp to facilitate .program 
aud^s, compfehensiye^ planning and evaluation activities. 
. TTie^^D&^syst information on the 

numbe^ .c^. persons .being prepared in various occupa- 
tional -fiScfs ^d will be*Used by State Occupational Iri; 
'fprmation toordinatidn.. Committees and Economic 
DeVelopmc^ffXotJft^ resulting data base is being; 
automat/d ^o that .this^information can be'updated peri- 
odically and* used fbj a: wide, range of special analyses. 

Surveys ' • ■ t\ ' . ' ' ' s ■< 

Enrollment: , " ^ '.-^^ r ' ^ • , , 

, in^tni.ction program, by sex, race/ethnic origin and level 

^ (secondary and three streams of posts&bndaiy': . 

regionally.accredited, State approve)?, and other)"; 
; ■workstudyr.^bmpletionsby imtructlqndiproH^ 
. H * ^ jp^^<y>y<Ay p t^|j^;1 ftyftl ; and numbe<[of sTudents 
„^ * *. ^ beneHting^Vof^^ 

handicapped; economically and academically 
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exlp^endituresby Federal and non-Federal source.s, 
functions, and instructional areas. (Annual)' 



Student 
FoUowup 



disadvantaged, and limited English pfoficiency. pretation and evaluation of the VEDS data. The Task 
* • . . (Annually) ^ Force assisted :NCES in assuHng that the VEDS data are 

' * ; disseminated wfth due caveats regarding their linjita-' 

* * 1 . rr a\ u\t • 1 * u ^ ■ * ^-«4 '* tions, and that they reflect as accurately as possible the 

total staff and full-time equivalents, byprogranvassignment • * - • • » , ^ f ^ 

(Suspended for-198W4jV status of vocational education. 
• ^ ^^^Sfc Analyses of the VEDS data have been used in Qon- 

£s » ^ , ; • gressional deliberations on the reauthorization of the 

Vocational Education Act. NCES presented testimony 
on this subject in September 1980 to the House Sub- 
conjmittee on Elementary, Secondary, and' Vocationd 
'EduSation; and again in December 198h The data form, 
the primary basis for the Secretary's annuaf reports on 
vocational education, which are scheduled for July 1 of. 
each year. It irexpected that data accumulated through^ 
the VEDS' syste"m, along widi other NCES data haseso 
ermit NCES to prepare ^special ad hoc analyses and 
'Sports in response to inquiries and requests from a 
variety of decisionmakers in vocational education. 



Staff: 



Finance 



Employer 
FoUowup: 



evaluation of employee's technical knowledge, work 
attitudes, and^work quality, by instructional program. ■ 
- . (Suspendcd foi 1981-82); 



employment/education status of completes and 
leavers by field of employment; instruction^ prbgram^^ 
grade level* and earnings, by field of employing 
instructional program and sex. (AnnuaJ^ntay be* 
^ ; sample-based) 



The schedule o|f surveys in the Vocatipnal 
Education Data System program is presented In 
{' . the table at the end of the chapter. 

* The VEDS system came into being with the collec- 
tion of "^data for the school year, 1.578-79. these data 
were received June 1980. pata fdir 1979-80, the seconS 
year of the series, were received from the States Feb- 
ruary 1, 1981' FoUowup data on students and their 
employers, for a sample of the 1978'79 students who 
left or completed their programs during that program 
.year, 'wer?. alsp reported to NCES with ihe 1979-80 
data; corresponding followup dafa for the 1979-80 
school year were coUecjted December 1, 1981, along, 
with data for the ^§6-81' school year. ' 
. Analyses of data received during . the jifst 2 y^ars of 
the VEDS system have.reveded that.some.data.elements 
are relatively stable.across time, thus annual coUectipnjs 



\ NoifcoUegiate Postsecondary Schools; 

• . Nearly 8,000 public and private postsecondary . 
c^eer schools provide job training in hujidreds of , 
fields;>^Their significance is Teflected in .their enroll- , 
ment ' of "almost 2 million students i^year. Almost 80 ' 
percerit of the schools ai:e. proprietary (for profit) and 
enroll 72^ percent of the students. Ii> the eaf^ 1970's, 
KCES began a series of surveys to learn more about 
these schools, their programs, and their students. This 

" series complements NCES survey programs for colleges 
and universities and for VEDS. 

In alternate years, NCES surveys these schools to 

^certain enrollments, programs, and othe; information. 
School-identifying information is published in a direc; 
tory of. noncolle^ate postsecondary schools. A rep-, 
resentative sample of schools is^used to develbp national 
estimates of average charges, length of* program, and the,. 



not warrarited.^OAer areas/ such as pfogfa^^ number oj^ompleters and leavers, by occupational 

'^e .siibject to considerable unrdiab^ty^. 'In o program. / ; 

r^Quce reporting burden oh the States, "such areas pf^data 



collection' have been tempprarfty suspended-^^ding 
fur^er analysfi and. ppssible redesign..!^ suspensions 
^take effect wdi the 1981-^2 schoolyear collection. 



Data Uses 



Early, in 1980,;NCES:set up a DataiEditihg and^^ 



Scjiools that offer conespondence program^ are also 
surveyed to provide information on vocati(5iial training 
available to persons who, because of family resppn-. 
sibiUdes or geographic location, are hpmeboimd dr .who 
:pref(5ito situdy on ^more::fiiBxible^^s^ ^ ^ , 

, Parceling the biennial -schooj suryey^is^aC^nes^^^^ 
studies^ on students :m :these4chdols. .A j(a1ti6naily/,r^^ 
resentatiye sample of students is used iq collect demort 



pretatiprf Task Force, composed of 12' i«pxe^^^^^ , grapWc mforniation-?^ 
^fiforri the: secondary and ^ppstsecpiidary >v^^^ and work histpfy, m 

. education community;, to vFjrd^de .msi^te tfie hiter? and plans for future<;education and 
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A schedule of these surveys of nohcollegiate schoc 
^4 students i&presented at the end of this chapter. 

Surveys ' 

.Chanctciistics'of 
NoncoliegHitc x ' *, 
Po5tsecondaiy ^ i , 

Schools: . *" 

name^ address, county, telephone number; 
ejjioUment; control, and type bf sdtobl; programs 
- pIfered;accreditation;and eUgibflity for Federal 
? ' financial programs, (^ienhial) 
, . * .; f , . 

Programs and i . . ' 

Enx(dlnients in ^ ^ / ' 

NbncoUegiate » ' ' _ * 

Postsecondaiy 

Schools: ^ ^ • • ^ . 

full- and part-time enrollments of jnen and 
/ * , ' women; completions and early leavers,^by sex f 
' length.pf program; average changes; and full- and. 

part-tintt^taf^ by sex and assignment (Biennial) 



*::T^$ocationaly . 
w!^¥^tio;*. 



,/§tu,dy:^ 



name:and address; enrollments and completions; 
'.length of program; average charges; residential 
requirements; and full- and. part-tune staff, \by sex 
and assignment (Biennial) ^ 



"if^Chaiactcristiw of ^ 
^Tstudentein • 
/NqncoUe^pat^ 
* 'Postsecondaiy 
,0 VSfchpols: 



age, sex, and race/eMinic group ; Highest ' 
educational level; hi|h schooVaifd worlc' 
' experience; reasons for selecting program and 
school; education and work pla(is; and parents* 
occupation and educational leVeL CTriehnial). 



Documented computer tapes for 1976, 1978, 
, and 1980 survey of scho^)ls and for the 1977 and 
1979 survey of sttidents are available for sale. 

.Flans * . . . * ^ 

ThQ National Occupational Information Coordinatirfg 
Committ^,^, and a number of agencies, organizations, 
and key individuals play important roles in developing 
the dimensions and characteristics of the NCES voca-] 
• tional education data program. They are involved in 
planning meetings on individual projects and participate*^ 
ia the extensive consultations that characterized the 
development of the.^YEDS program. In^ all of these 
contacts, emphasis is placed upon the need to develop 
better information on job training activities and par- 
ticipaitts. The purpose is to aid national em|>loyme;it 
planning arid to improve career guidance given to stU; 
dents and other adults. ' , 

fldXis call fot conducting triennial noncollegiate 
postsecondary surveys of students for 1983 and 1986. ^ 
the next survey of postsecgndary schools is scheduled 
for 1984. ' 

Selected Publications 

Adult and Continuing Education in Colleges and 

, Universities*(Early Release) 
Participation in Adult Education (Early* Release) 
Enrollments and Programs in Noncollegiate 

Postsecopdary iSchopls (Biennial) ^ 
Programs and Schools-A Supplement to the 
Directory of Postsecondary Schools With 
^ OficupatiorfalTrq^ams (Biennial) ^ • ^ 
^ Condition of Vpcational.Education (One time) 
Adult Basic and Secondary Education Trends 



(Annitaiy 
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Adult and Vocational Education gurveys 



J. • Surveys 


Yeariof data collection 


1982 


1083 


^ 1984 


1985 


, 1*986 


: / Adult Education ^ 






♦ 




4 


i . Participation in adult education 


• 




□ 






^ " Adult education through home Study 




□ 








I • . Adult education in free universities and 
learning centers * 

■* 








■\'- 




. ' J Adult basic and secondary education 
Vocational Education 
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□ 


□ 
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□ 
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X Vocational education data system-Enrollment, 

; . staffi finances • ' ' 
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{ . . Vocational education data system-Student • 
followup 
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>^ , Characteristics of npncollegiate postsecondary 
? schools 
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□ 




P 


; Programs and enrollments in ndhcollegiate ' 
i ' postsecondary_,schoots 
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V ; Vocational education through home study^ 
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: /• ^ Qiaracteristics of students in noncollegiate 
■: / % postsecondaiy schools ♦ 
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n / fte J9tb's ushered in a j^^ 

;; . . from\the ,neef9s of instilu.tionVtp the .needs of students. 
I ' * The ad^^ pf programs to deal with, these needs made it 
' increasingly, clear that data merely describing inputs to 
the. educational process.were rl^t enough. To .develop, an . 
understanding of fh? transition from school to work- 
and of the factors contributing to the demand for post- 
^econdary^ education-education policy analysts needed 
to examine the process itself. Studies began, to suggest, 
tjiat the ecopomjb value of a college , education had ^ 
declined. That finding alerted .policymakers to^ the 
. possibility that. higher education enrollments might also 
decline and. ayenues ofsocial mobility .might narrow. 
. ^ . The National LongitudinM Studies .program was 
. , , launched to provide ongoing, descriptive information 
. . ' .about what .was happening so that jntervenin^rocesses 
Could be studied. To 4© so requires.the periodi^^^ 
* ..nation of educational and occui^ational attainment, 
. aspirations^ attitudes, and motivations during^the piyotal 
years imnjediately following high school, ^ifii qxtensive 

• . - ,questioningv:QYer succed'ing years, Ipngitudmal studies 
: make Jong-range comparisons betweenvwhat individuals . 

' fxpect.and what actually occurs, .In this :vyay,;such.stud- 
ies:are critical, to. understanding the processes b^/wdiich 
education.leads indi:pduals to .develop their abilities and 
AelTvrolesIn socw ^ J" • , ; . 

Lppgtudin ' 
^ -7^ * ^?nt:' in : ffie;!^ * asjmew'2 and: farrrea^^ : 

> .^"peder^^ for student fin^^ 

pripgr^S,^ higher unemployment rates, :and;:CQnUnued^, 

^^fluencf in^un^re^^^ 

• .:adults;M 'A^-< : -ij.' . . 
, . ^CES. is ,cond^^^ 

. first .cdyere^^A^^^^ "f^^:^- 
. . sec6n<i^JqiSwn as^ffi both 
,S , , . ti^e sopho^^^ 



Longitttdlilal Studies 



The High Schoor Class 
011972 (NLS) 



The study began in spring 1972. A random sample of 
r^seniors was selected from each sample school agreeing 
to participate. To conduct intensive studies of disad- 
'vajijaged students, NCES over-sampled schools in low- , 
income a^eas and schools, with significari't mutbrity en- 
rollments. From^schoof ^records, the survey obtained 
^data for each senior ,on high school curriculum, ^filf^ 
hours in major courses, grade-point average, standardized 
test jcores and related information. In all, over 21,000 
seniors in 1,200 public and private schools took tests 
and, completed questionnaires about themselves and 
, their plans for the future. ' ^ 

Young people's success in,making the transition froin 
high school varies enormously fgr^reasbns onlyp£lrti^y 
i^derstood. Some cling to dependency; others mote'^"' 
into self-determination smoothly jmd. completely. The 
followup surveys-conducted in J?73, 1974, 1976, dnd 
, 1979 -were designed to outline^e various paths ^ta^pn 



\by young people in makfiig the transition. These siirv^eys ' J^, 
charted work and' postsecoridary*school texperienpes,\jir^^ 
"""marriage and family events, community activi.liie5»' 
^attitudes, and aspirations by way of questioirnaires ^h^ 
persqnal.mteniew^^^^ i,.^^ * ^ ^ j ^ 

D^ai tJles and flms^ \ j 

NLS data jjave been widely^used for iny^stigating.ed- - 
ucatioi)d:ppUcy issu^es; The^Qpng^^ Q^^f}?*??* 
for example, iumed.to^fliese.^at^ develop a niodel^Yor^ 
estupating tiie costf^of tuition, tax credl^^^ ahd o^er^^ 
ffi^Qfal aid sources^ In Concessional h 
tional education, several researche%used^ 
support^ their testinjpny^^about tae^Mg^^^ 
and^enior.cl^ ^ , 7 retuinr'to^ypcatiqrii^^ educatiop. A., Harvard :s^^ 
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NLS.datavtb simulate the. likely effect of the Pell grant 
program/oh the college enrollment pf low*incoriie stu* 

" dents^ Avrr^cent NCES survey identified over .300; re- 
search. vfepbite.tha used NLS data. While NCES-has 
sponsored the- ibulk of %iese studies, other Federal 
agencies (ihcludihg^ the 'National Science Foundation 
and the-Defehse Department), universities, and private 
foundations have also sponsored research using l^LS 
data. ^ . ^ " > 

Plans. for further NLS'follbwup surveys are currently 
under consideration. Large-scale surveys, such as these 
are- expensive, and the arguments for collecting these 
data niust be^ balanced against, arguments for alternative 
uses^ of the fuhds. During the next few years, the NLS 

' saniple will be traced, but not surveyed, $o that when 
and if a fifth followup survey takes place, the number 
of lost respondents will be minimal. The fifth foUowup 
survey, when and if it occurs, will collect^ data in two 
major areas of importance to the .educational com- 
munity: continuing educational enrpUments, and long- 
term developmental, consequences of education. 

Because . some . young people delay their college entry, 
spme^drpp out ahd, then returnJo poll:ege,/some;attend 
college part time, and some attend, graduate or, , proifes-' 
sional school^ a , period of more than :15 yem ma^ 
requifed^tp assess the eyentual education^; attainments ^ 
of the 1972xohort. An earlier long-term stiidy^ of coUege 
students at one State university fotoUthat nearlyitalf of 
*its college dropouts v/ent on, to graduate: 40^ or more 
years after, their initial matriculaticml jn 1979, 15 pex- 

. cent of the NLS population was still enrolled in school 
and had declined only one ^percentage .point per year 
since :1977. Enrollment in graduate and professional . 
school had leveled off at about 4^ percent in 197?, but 
;graduate-..and professional degree awards had not yet 
peaked. / " . * , ; 

. Sit^S^ in the human, capital .literature have sho\vn 
that ediltationd attainments , haye very Jong- term ejffects 
pn>aii:indiYidualVeaniing capacity: In the early y^ars of ' , 
y/pxk experience^ before college, and professional schpol 

^ graduates, have been v/orkihg yery Ipng, .the work e^^ . 

, .perience of thpse..)yitfi lesser educational attainments 
provides a^salary benefit that; obscures. die. ^^^^ ^ 
returns to education. It may tal:e a;decade;qte^^ 
after cpUege^graduation to assess fully ;the economic 
.advantages"conferred by hi^er education. , 



Surveys 

Base^year survey 
(spying 1972): 



age, lacial/ethnic ba«;Kgiound, leligioiiy, 
physical handicap; socioeconomic status of 
family and community; school characteristics; 
future educational and wx)ik plans; test scores; 
school experience; school performance; 
wofk status; work p'eifdfmance and satisfaction. 



{^oUowup surveys 
(fall 1973, 1974, 
1976, and 1979): 

age, sex, mar|tal status, community characteristics; 

educational and work plans; 
education^il attainment; work historyf^titudes 
and opinions; postsecondary school and program 
chaiacteristids; grade average; credits earned; type * 
of financial assistance for postsecondary 
education. The faU 1976 survey collected 
information on opinions relating to sex and race 
bias. also included student rating of high 
school and post^condary school attainment 
OveraU response to each of the first jfour 
followups was 90 percent 

School and Beyoind 
(HS&B) 

„.New education issues have arisen since NCES began 
its lon^tudinal study of the 1972 senior class. Declining 
test scores arfd minimum competency testing, '/or ex- 
arnple^ are causing concern among parents and educators 
alike. So is the, rate at which many students drop out 
before graduation* Increased opportunities in vocati^pnal 
education are Opening new vistas for^youths conccimed 
about their futures. Andv concern over access to i)ost- 
jsecoi^dary and vocational, education has brought a 
sharper focus on the education experience of Hispanic 
youlJis.4 • ^ ^ . •* I 

To examine these and other issues mentioned in the 
introduction to this chapter, NCES initiated a secorta 
IpngitiidinM stud>;, jgigh School %id Beyond, tp comple- 
ment the first. The hew survey concerns the high^school 
stujients of 1980.. By seeking the same types of data 
gathered in the first study, t}ie second.allows a, detailed 
comparison of the two senior classes and an assessment 
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of the changes and problems that have arisen since J972. 
However^ the second study differs from the first, in t>yp 
. significant ways. First, jt addresses many ne^y elements 
in the educational. process. And second, it includes the 
sophomores of 1980 as w^jU as the seniors. , 

tlie initial Study of 1972 Jaid|. the gr<?undwork for. 
comparison.^ It recorded the ecBhomic and 'social con- 
"^ditions surrounding high school seniors in that year and, 
withih that context, their hopes and pljans. It has since 
measured the outcomes while dso observing the intet- 
vening processes. High School and Beyond^ -allows 
researchers to monitor changes by. retainiijg the same 
. goals, measuring the economic returna pf postsecondary 
education for minorities, deliiieating the need for finan- 
cial aid, etc. By ultimately comparing the results of the 
two studies, researchers can determine how hopes, plans, 
and.outcomes differ in response to changing conditions . 

, or remain the same despite such changes, • 

The additional concerns of the new study encompass 
issues that have surfaced since the original .study began. 
How (fid the increased availability of student financial 
aid alter student plans for further education? Ho^v were 
these plans affected by parents' income and education? 
, Has ihe financial squeeze on middle-income families 

„ altered their attitude to\^ard postsecondary education? 
What will be the effect of changes in Federal student 

'financial aid? These questions, as well as concerns 
about declimng test scores, youth employment, and 

'bilingual education will be addressed, along with a host 
of others. 

' Data Sources . ... 

The initial- national sample for Hi^ School^ and 

• Beyond wasxonsiderably>larger than, that employed in 
the earlier study. The base year of this saniple survej^, 
which was conducted early in 1980, collected data^frorn 

■ over 58,000 stuiil^ enfpMed'in over 1^000 public. and 
pxiyate schools across' the Natioii. to pdMit separate 
an?ilyses,. 'sevejal student sub populations were oyer- 
santpled^ "^X^^kAy^, Hispania.studehts in ,alternatiye and 
Cart plfep^^^ schools^ . / . . \ 

' Includecl ih/.tha^ I);s9phompre^ 

.♦'W^d *?nior questionnaires ^thl^ 

* 2^, scKppl^que^Stionn sC.PS™?.'^^ ^h^J^is^^^ 

, 4)vsecond l^ng^^ . 



tionnaires (sample of parents from both sophomore an^ 
senior cphorts). The student questionnaire focused on 

. individual and family background, high school experi- 
ences, work experiences and future plans. Cognitive 
tests administered to students measured both verbal and ^ 

. quantitative abilities. 

In addition, sophomore tests included brief achieve- 
ment measures in science, writing, and civics while sen- 
iors were askjbd to respond tp^ tests measuring abstract 
and nonverbal abilities. The parent questionnaire elicited 
information about how family attitudes and financial 
planning affect educational goals. Each school in the sur- 
vey was asked to provide information about enrpllment, , 
staff, educational programs, facilities and services^ drop- , 
out rates^^d special programs for handicapped and dis- 
advantaged students. TTie teacher comment checklist 
provided teacher observations on students' participating 
in the sun^y. 

The longitudinal design of the^tudy calls, for follow-^ 
up surveys of substantial subsetH)f the two. cohorts at 
2-year intervals. Data collection for the first foUowup 
began in spring 1982. These data will enable analysts to 
, determine ho)v student plans and aspirations 'have 
changed or worked with time. The first followup of 
sophomores will also provide insights into the school 
dropout problems and to the influence of the last 2 
years of high school on student attitudes and aspirations. 
In brief, HS&B will provide current information 
throughout the 1980's on the educational, vocational, 
and personal development of ypung people as they move 
from high school into adult life. 

Surveys 

Base-year 
(spring 1980) 

age, sex, racial/ethnic background, religion; sodoVconomic 
status of family and community; school experiences; 
test scores; school performance; school charapteristics 
^ and teacher obseivatrpns; future ed,ucati&nal plans; 
family status and orientations; work experience and 
satisfaction; future occupational goals; plans for 
^ and abnitjr-to finance postsecondary educatipn.'^ 



First fpllbv^p 
Jsprihg 1982) 



sophomores: Information collected jn the 
base-year survey was collected again in the first- ' 



foUowup. In additioDi studeht transcripts 
and^data on dropouts were a)ll^cte!C?. 

if 

seniors: age; sex, maritd status, community 
characteristics; work plans; ^ucational 
attainment; work history; attitudes and opimohs; 
postsccondary sciiooland program characterhtica; 
/ credits cahicd ;,type of fiilancial aii f or'#^ 
'"^^ tec^ndaiy e^^ 




The enlarg??d. scope of High School and Beyond-Kas 
. generatecl ^ven mof^ interefst^ than its ptedeceSor, 
partieulaily in the areas of State andlpcal policy. Jhe 
basic design of this^survey permitted State planners to 
obtain State, estimates by providing funds for augment- 
ing- th^sartiples in their States. This wias done by two 
S^tes: /((Tdshington and liiinbis. In addition, one State 
,(Oi^!|added question^ to obtain specific ihfbmatioh 
^^^iea io. its particiUar ppUcy, prdgrs^^ budget 
nee&. Overail, six States have State-fepres^ 
arid are 'therefore able -to make meshingfurcoftipansons 
* lie twcfeh.iheir students and national data* dev%pe(i by 
:filCES/ ^'^^ \ . ^ ; ' / ' 

ii ^'designing thfe base-year survey, advice and recpm- 
TOn\iatibn^^^ sbiight from nuhieroiii i^ojupis with 
interest" in src postsecoridary educiation and 

' kio/fiqm f qlifcy ^'alysts who had wbrke^d with 4ata^ 
^ftom}the l9^ Ai5 a result, HS&B^dataiSle^are 

atiem^^^ examiiiin| a wide variety^ of ed- 

S^atioria/joU^^ issues at the Fedefal^-^tate, and local 
'Ieyei^Thcy ajsp^^^ tp compare the students 

^ Among, tile first arialylie ^tudiej using the base-^ear 
data was one by Prpfesspr James S. Colanan entfiied 
"Public and I^vate Schools.*' It fpimed me^ 
^iCES^enflnar in; which; the author ^ajnd a nuinb^ 
other scholars; de^^^ implicatipns. of the dataj^^fpr 
Feacrad::pp^^^ Xnitlpn ^ax c.rjidit^^ 

,stud^. ^yoill* , E^pio>^s?\?' Pyws ■ tB^>|4ho6^ 'iiiu- 

ijto^tjw^^^ 

irainmg prpgjrjun^^^^ Nuirterpus other stii^ 
\cdmplcted^^^^ * > ' - - 



Several foreign countries have expressed interest iii 
rpplicating^HS&B in /<Jieir own countries; Japan 'and 
Sp^n hat^ already initiated such studies while Kolrea 
and Mexico have consulted with NCES about the possi- 
bility of doihg so. ^ . ' . 

A. representative list of publications based on* NCES' 
two longitudinal studies appears below. 

Selected Publications^ 

National Longitudinal Study of the High School Class of 
1972 , ^ : . , 

Attrition From College: The Class of 1972 Two and 

One-Half Years After High School Graduation ^ 
A Capsule Descriptipn of Young Adults Four and One- 
. Half Yjsars After High School [ - \ 

A Capsule Description of Young Adults Seven and^One- 
' Half Years After High School ' ' • . 

Distribution and Packaging of Student Financial Aid 
Transfer Students in Institutions of Higher-Education 
Experiences of Recent High School Graduates: The 
Transition to Work and Postsccondary Education 
(Published v. iexiiigtoriJBqpfcs)^ • 
College Attainment Four Years After High School 
Highly Abie Students Who-Did Not Go To College 
Nationd. Longitudinal Study of the Hi^ School Class of 
1972, Study Reports Update: Review and Annota- 
tio|is ' > 

High School and. Beyond 

A Capsule Description of High School Students 

Youth Employment During High School , . 

>The DraftlStudent Opinions (Bulletin) 

NCES, Study Examines Changes in Coursework of High 
School Seniors (Bulletin) _ 

High School Seniors Will Wqrk for Less than the Mini- 
mum Wage (Bulletin) » 

Public and ?rif ate Schools . 
^^^JsqipUne^andprdeifin^e^ _ 

The Achievement of Hispanic Students in American 
:IBgh §chopls . 
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Year of .data .collecticin 






''. 


Surveys^ 




Spring:; 


; ^ Fall 


Spring, 


-Winter 






1972 


1973\ 


',1974 


1976 


1979 


1980 


-1982 


19^ 


1986 



High SchoolCIass^bf 1972-Seniors ^ 
Base year ^ □ 

FoUowup ybars: 
First 
Second' 
Fourth 
Seventh 

Fourteenth * , 

High School and Beyond-1980;. ^ 
Sophomores and Seniors 

Base year 

FoUowup years: 

Second' ' * c^. 

i^ourth ^ ^ . 

Sixth * / • . ^ ^ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 
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Learning ResQuirces 



Learning resources play a vital role in the educational 
and cultural advancement of t^e Nation. NCES providsfK 
statistical information on: 



, o" Dbraries 

b I Educational technology 



InfoTroation in these areas is used by Federal, State, 
and local governments, associations and businesses to 
aid in the planning and administration of these activ- 
ities. An inibrmatlon explosiqii and rapid^technojo^cpl 
advances coupled *with budgetary pressures have increas- 
ed Ae need for information to make decisions affecting 
the /future of learning resources. . • 



Libraries 



and holdings, services, cooperative intferlibrary anange- 
ments, facilities, and expenditures for /the various types 
of libraries. These surveys are periodically updated. A 
handbook on terminology and concepts was published in 
1981. 

Surveys 



Ubraiy human 
resources: 



The Vital role of libraries in proyiding^knoAvledge and; 
information cwas underscored by the 19J9 WW 
Conference oii Libraries and Information Services. The ^ 
, conference called for the development ota national ' ^Public libraries: 



stalling patterns for all types of libraries; number, 
full-time equivalent, sex and distribution of' 
professional, paraprofessional, clerical, and other 
stall categories in staff positions; job functions, 
^ education and training; entfy-leyel requirements, 
changes ih' manpower requirements and hiring 
patterns (education, experience, related lields), 
emerging occupations, job supply, positions filled, 
and vacant personnel sources; factors effecting 
employment changes; and projections of staffing 
needs for a decade. (Occasional) 



information policy to ensure broad provision of infor- 
mation, through shared resources. It also sought to assure 
access to Ubrarie^ aJ<9^n^foqnation. services to children, 
thjB aged,- the homebound, minorities and the handi- 
capped/NCES provided relevant • data collected by its 
surveys to the conference pafticip^ts, lusing Data In- 
.fprrnation Display System (DID'S), for tiiis purpose. 



' itatisdcs :ohi acaypuc^a^^^^ 



name, address apd telphone number; number and 
type of units (central, branches, bookmobiles); 
number of fiill-land part-tim'e professional staff by 
sex and earned degree; number of full- and part- 
time nonprofessional staff; number of unfilled . 
budgeted positions;.library revenues and 
expenditures by source; book and media 
collections; circulation; interlibrary loans; 
. • hours and days of service; and fadlitles. 

t. ^. . ^Quadrennial) 




SdboolUbirau^ 
media cehiters 

/(public and; 

/piivate): \ 



Xeh^nplogy. 0deTiticai:tem^^ 

alt libraries, so t|^^^ 
* comparable' datar for ^jrjibranes.^c^ 
, The Library General irifprrriatib^^^ was.initiated to ' 

'.acgui^^^ 



name, address and telephone number; enrollment;, 
number of damoomiteachers; grade, span ; niwftbci^ 
of library/ media staSf, by .sex and earned degree; 

book aiid media .wUecdons; cir 
interlibrary loan transactions; hours and days, of 
s^icc; facjities; and expenditures, by source^ 

(Occfl^pnai);; 



Coliegeahd 
univeisity , 
libraries: 
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^name, address, and telephone number; number 
ami salaries of full- and part-time staff by sex and 
' position; circulation and interlibjrary loan 
- • transactions; book and media ecollectipns;]tours 
and days of service; operating expenditures by 

purpose. 

^ . Status: 1979 report published 

1982 survey planned 

Special 

libraries-Federal 

Government: ' 

name^ address, and telephone number^ type of 
library, number and type of units (centeral, 
branches, bookmobiles), classiflcatipn system; 
, book and media 'collections; circulation, ahd 

interlibrary loan traiisactioh; hours and days of 
service; other services (documents depository, 
bibliographies, transactions); automated functions; 
expenditures; staff by GS rating and sex; unfOled^ 
budgeted positions; facilities; and consortia, 
; ^ ^ networks and/or cooperative arrangements. 

\ ' ■ (Occasional) 

•< 

Special libraries- " ^ ^ ' 

Stategovemment: 

name, address, person to contact; number and 
types of unfis (central, branches)Uype of library; 

name. of agency which ^his library is a part; 
public access; number of full- and part-^time staff,^ 
by sex and p^sition;^library revenues and' 
expenditures, by sou'rfce; liBr^ collection; loan 
transactions and use; circulation, reference and 
directional transactions; hours and Jays of service ;'' 
^ ' ^ ~ faciUties;chssincation system used for new 

acquisitions; and participation in cooperative 

anangements and/or networks. (Qccasional)^ 

' * . /> ' ^ 

Special libraries- ^ * ' * ^ ^i 

'State agencies: . ^ • f 

^ — name, address, person^to contact» principal' 
administraton of S^at e library agency ; State library 
^ agency governance; §tate library agency's 




A*: 



administration; receipts 6y sources; number of 
full- and part«time staff, bV sex and position and 
type of service; unfilled budgeted positions; toul' 
collection; use of collection; interlibrary loans; 
hours and days of service; public service outlets; ^ 
facilities. Statewide specialized services, activities 
and functions. (Occasional) 



Library networks 
and Cooperative 
bT)rary 

oigani^ations: 



name, address, organizational structure; number 
of full- and part-time paid and nonpaid staff; 
source of funds; types of expenditures; major 
services and activities;xomputer and other 
^ automated support activities. (Occasional) 



Data Uses 



New demands placed on libraries for various types of 
information tend to stuft their role as depositories to the 
more complex role of information centers. At a time 
when circulation continues to grow, urgency for other 
services rises. Withstanding ^the impact of -inflation, 
librar^ expenditures do not keep^pace with incitasing 
needs, and the outlook for libraries appears uncertain. 

The NCES library data files are used for various 
services at the State and local levels and by the Office.of,,^ 
Libraries and Learning Technologies (OLLT) fgr admin- 
i5tering Federal Jibrary funds. Currently, NCES and 
OLLT are conducting the library human resources 
survey that will provide data to project trend's in the • 
supply and demand #for libfary personnel in the 1990*s. 



technology/ Educational 
Broadcasting 

In the last decade, television sets^ computers, vid^d- 
!1 tape machines and other technologies have emerged as 
'^dTominant forces in education. §h\ce 1970, NCES and 
the Corporation for PubUc BoradWting (CPB) have 
jointly sponsored a statistical prokram to collect, 
analyze, and disseminate information\elating to* tele- 
vision, radio, and related edutationk technc^ogies-. 
Included in NCES/jpPB data ^base are studies on the 
availabUity and use of television and other communica* 
tion technologies in elementary, secondaiy, and higher 
education. 

Surveys 

Educational 
technology 
broadcasting- . • 
elementfuy ani 
. secojjdaiy" 

district, schoo\and teacher background 
characteristics. preparatloH^nd training in use of 
^ , instructional teIevisioh>(iTy); avaHabifity, 

utilization, administrative and fut^i^dal support 
for ITV; conditions affecting us& o}HTV;and 
' attitudes towa^clfi ITV. 

Statuir^Report available 



itoni 



Educational 
technology/ ■ 
broadc^ting- 
higher education^ 

instruction, facility and,bjfckground 
characteristics; conditions under \vhich ITV and 
other technologies are utilized; available equipment 
and materials; faculty and student use of ITV and ' 
radio; percentage of course hours using ITV; 
( institutional arrangements f or JTV use ; ^ 
administration, faculty and student attitudes 



towards ITV an3 radiQ; and pejceived barriers 
toward ITV and radio use. 
Status: Report available 



Data Uses an^ Plans ' 

The elementary and secondary study, initially con- 
ducted in 1977, was based upon a representative sam- 
ple of ^chool districts^ schools and teachers. The survey 
wi}l be conducted again in.*1984 and will includes full 
range of electronic technologies. The firatphase^wyey of 
the higher, education study conipleted in 1979 was a 
census of colleges and universities.. A second, more 
comprehensive survey, based on a representative sample 
of institutions, faculty, and students. Will be completed 
in ^985. The study is planned to be r.epeat^in 1989. 
Botft effort^^^-'focus on theiavailabihty^and'use of 
computers in postsecondary education. 

■The data collected -from these studies are used in 
varying degrees by the Office of Libraries \nd Learning 
Technofogies, . the ' National Institute for Education, 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, and the public 
broadcasting communitj^ tp aid in planning, implement- 
ing, and admihisti^ring television and radio budgets and 
programming. 

To establish priorities for data collection, NCES and 
CPB work, closely with key J^^aders- and associations in 
the*'fields of elementary, secondary; and higher educa- 
tion. Each ^tudy/requires*endorsen)ejits' from such major 
(organizations as the Council of Chief State School 
Officers, the National Education Association, the As- 
sociation of American Colleges and Universities, the 
American Association of Community ' and Junior Col- 
leges,^and similar.grbups. NQES and CPB are advised and 
helped by lhe§e a^ociatipns, as -w^ll as key Federal 
agencies, in the development of their data«collection 
and analyses activities. (See table at end of chapter 
describing the planned program.) 
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Learning Resdurces^ Surveys 







' Year of data collection 


i ' 


Surveys*' 


1982 ' 


1983\ 


r " . 

,1984 


< 

1985 

- - i 


1986 .. 



Lilies 
' OoUege and University libraries 

* 0 

Dbrary networks and copperative library 
organizations ^ % 

Library human resources .(every 1 0 years) 



Public libraries 



Public school.library media centers - 
' Private school library misdia centers ' 
- 'Speaal libraries: ' 
Federal Government 
Stdte govemm^a^ State^agencies . 

iicational Technology/Broadcastihg 
Elementary and secondary 
Bigjier education . . 



□ 



□ 



a 



□ 
□ 



"■X'i 



• □. 



.□ 



V'4 



8. •■ 
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Inf ormation Services 



Problems }n, education often Require quick sorutions. 
"Planners'can rarely spend long periods bf time searching 
for appropriate jJata wl^en preparing schedules apd 
Kiidgets and planning, ^curricula. The ready availability 
of data is iherefprf vital to them for decisionmaking. 
' AWdren)f^thirTieedrNCESr^^ 
matioh program allowing easy access to a wide range 
of data. The program centers on the Statistical Infor- 
mation Officef (Sib), computer services, and publica- 
• tions.. - 

SIO has access to an exhaustive^ store^f educa^^ 
informal thbiigh a series of constantly updated or 
expanded data bases. The ^information, is drawn, from 
studiesr ma& By NCES as well as those :c^^^ 
relafed'ageha^^ and organizatiphs. T|ds deptfr' pt re- 
sourceis :has (enabled SIO to respond to, the 24,000 
' requehs rec^^^ the past 'year^^ Users of this infor- 
' matipii Te|J^^ a, wide 'range of MsVitu|ions and Jri- 
(iiyiduajs.^hese inciuie members of Gphgress 
Co|igressiohal committees, govemmeht agencies, schpol 
and college administrators, educational *researchersr and 
writers, news media represe^^ 

private citizens. SIO"^ ffequenfl^ answers unique ques- 
/Ubnsre^^^^^ * 

^ Sip aiso complies data Used to dlocate funds for a' 
\ number of'Federalrfdrmida^^^ deter-, 

mihe/how- much yaripus projppsed chang^^^^^ laws^wQuld 

cost. These programs have traditionally pVbw^^ 

$8 fcillion a year in support of a^ wide variety pf educar 
> tiph^Tobjectiyj^^^^^ ^ *4 - 

The cpmpu c omplemeh ts the: SIO 

' with a variety of prodii^s. ThrpugK comp^^^^ tapes; 

spedaj ta^latipns,^ ^^^^^^^ arid on^Iinp computer 

capacity, Ae Cenfenbfe^ 

in printed fpnni.^Arpund r,QOO i^reques^^^ jbr Jhese 
ser\ice| were.^^^^^ 




modified ;jits data ie^^^ "l?kirig them compatible wiUi ^ 
the iirifque^specTficati^ of th^^usei^s c pmpu tfef fac^^^^^ " 
Special tabulati frofri these iages San. alsp-be pro- ' 
^ ^ucied,;vagauri Mpred io the $|^^dfic needs jd^^^ 



NCES adds approximately 20 new tapes to its data base 
each year as data become, available from NCES surveys 
,and those of other government agencies. All available 
tapes and other domputer-gfenerated products may be 
pwchased from the Center. 

Another essential element of the Center's reference 
capacity is its publications program. Annually, NCES 
publishes approximately 60 documents that .detail 
particular aspects of education for planners, and re- 
^searchers. They aire published in a variety of forms: 
_earlj[^ releases that, present preliminaoc, dAtSi reports 
and bulle^ns, analyses, directories, and handbooks of 
standard terminology. Of these publications, the .most 
widely used are TTie Condition of Educatiorirthe Pigest 
of Education. Statistigs, and Projections of Education 
Statistics. The Condition offers statistics on. American 
education vrffhin a framework of social indicati)rs, using 
tables and graphs supported by interpretive text. The 
Digest is a compendium of* statistical information cover- 
ihg American education from preprLrtaty to graduate 
' school. Projections presents iiistorical trends, and 
projectioYis^ for Ip .yearj on enrollments, instructional, 
staff, graduates, and expenditur*es fcf . elementary, 
secondary, and postsecondary education. All three 
publications present data collected by NCES and other, 
agencies. • • v * 

Fast Response Survej System 

Emerging educatipnal developments often require 
current ;iata to assist education officials formulate 
poUcies, plans, or pridrities. to hd^ fill this heed when 
pplicy-pnented; data are not available, .NCES established 
the ^Fast JResponse. Survey System (FRSS) in 1976 to . 
conduct, upon request, fast response si^ryeys in six major 
education sectors: 1) State education agencies (SEA 's);. 
2) ipcd ediicatiim ^,a^^^ 3)1 public elemeri- 

taiy and /Secondary schools; private element^ and, 
secohdary schpols; 5) institutions^of higher educatiph; . 
^00^^ postsecondary schools with, pccupational .prp- 
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grams. The SEA's are canvassed a universe and small, 
naiional samples ^are pre-estabUsHed to • survey tRe 
rifmaimhg five. . .. , 

Some recent surveys conducted by FRSS incli^de: 

O: ESEA Title I Evaluation: School District Needs' 
for. Technical Assistance,, a survey Wd for 
program direction. \ 
o ESEA Title, I Schoolwide Projects: Hi^bility 
/X and Participation, a survey of State education 
agencies, used to provide a better, understanding 
of the Title I legislative amendment igaking 
schoolwide projects eligible for ESEA funding 
under certain conditions. ^ . \ 

o Availability of Evening or Weekend Bac^a; 
laureate Degree-Credit Courses, a survey of in- 
stitutions of higher education, used as' policy 
recommendations to improve access to higher 
education. 

. p Preparation for Aits and Related Careers under 
Vocational Bducafion; a^survey. of State ediica- ' 
tion agenci^/Tlsed for program management. 
.0. Interactive Jllse of Computers for Instruction, 
a survey of public school districts, used to 
provide information on thei extent or nature of 
student computer instruction and to investigate 
the need for Federal assistance in, the planning , 
of such a program, 
o School District Perceptions of Federal Competi-' 
tive Education Programs, a survey .of public 
school districts; Used 'in cqiijunction with a 
Congressionally mandated study fof current and 
alternative ways of providing aid to education. 
Public School Utilization of Computers, a spring 
^ ^.survey of public- schools, to beW§ed.in'the De-^ 
partment's fpmulation of policy and plans to 
develop the full educational potential of the new^ 
f compufer- technologies, aiid* to a^ 

- -realimg^ihefuUTehefit^^ ^ 
An additional ,4nini'Suryey was conducted by XCES, 
using, some of :the techniques developed ^JERSS^^^ 
.States witii large cpncentl'^tipns oflhdo-C^nese re^^^^ 
children, were requested:tp;furnis^ data pnjthese^phildren 
enrolled in. the; S^ 

districts. TTie;findings were used io/determ 
.effective funding option .that wpuldrSBsi^^^^^^^ 
Statesin^copingwithihe.incre^ influx, of therefi^e 
children:. ^ 



Inteniational Education 
Statistics- 

The Educational Amendments of 1974 4escribed 
^pne mandate of NCES to "review and report on educa-*; 
rtionai activities in foreign countries.** The NCES pro-* 
gram for international statistics includes activities t^ 
improve the quality and comparability of international 
statistics relating to education and other social concerns; 
to assemble in a central location reliable studies of 
trendsjn schooling and educational achievement, prin- 
cipally from countries having a comparable level of 
educational development with the' Unite* States; to 
supply such international organizations as UNESCO 
and the Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) with standardized statistics of 
the United States educational system; and to conduct 
and report- on studies that have been identified as 
relevant to U.S. concerns and'of policy interest. 

The objective of the program is to provide systematic 
statistical data on thc^e*ducational experiences arW^trends 
in other countries so as tO' provide insights into the , 
educational practices of the United States^ For example, 
in fiscal year 1979 NCES sponsored a study of adult 
education activities in nine countries. The outcome was 
a detailed volume of descriptive and. statistical infop^ 
mation about the ihdiw'dual programs for adults in those 
countries. InforrtiW^n the public expendi- 

turq& for schooling, participation rateS^ of school-age 
children, and eaucationsQfachievement levels of the 
.population are msseminated^ in the mjyor reports of 
'^ES (annual ta^les^ are carried in The Digest of Educa- 
>n Statistics ). 

\ 1 

DatH Uses and Plans 

^. 

Compkative statistics on schooling in that United 
States with other nations arfe used by members of ^ 
Congress ii\ their deliberations on tlie progress of 
education in the united States. In 1981, the Secretary 
of Education* e8tai)li8hed a Commission- on Excellence 
to examine theXstatus of elementary and secondary 
education in theMjnited St^es. Tliat* commission was 
asked to examine the progress^ of educatipn in other 
countries; the purpose \yas :t61qok at. progress of the; 



Uriite(l^la\es in context of a world-wide concern about 
excellence* \st^'tics assembled by NCES, could; be 
used as the basis for some of those discussions. 
' An expanded effort is underway to assemble s^tatis- ' 
^ tical data on Wucational trends and, outcomes of de- 
veloped countnes and to publish a number of ^nalytipal 
dhd defecriptive^^epprts on th^ changes in schooling m 
some oMtgse*cbuntridsl^ NCESrspoiisofed 
Statistical Analysis Group in Education (SAGE), efforts , 
will also be ma(lQ to identify large-scale s^ryeys of stu- 
dents and youth m several countries. Cross^ectlons or 
preferably longitu^al studies on the experiences of'^v 
youth in school anl^ work 'in a number of industrially 
developed countries make possible comparative descrip- 
tions of the outcome^ of education. Special interest in 
the progress of educatii^n in Japan, the Federal ^epul^Iic 
of Germany, the Unioh of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(U.S.S.R.), ind other Evi\ ;opean countries has increased 
the attention NCES plans to give to collection of statis- 
tics about those educationalOsystems. - 



Selected Publicati6ns^"*f^ '"^ 

Selected Programs for Work'&r Training (September 

JL981): , 

A Summary description of worker-training programs 
in s&v^n industrial nations, based on .a sjudy done for 
.^CES by Educational Testing Service^ 



Liaison with Outside Groups 

Dissemination of educational statistics is alsoflwitat- 
ed through cooperative activities with outside p^hiza- 
tions, including participation in professional meetings 
and cooperative projects representing State education 
officials at the element^iy /secondary and higher ediic^; 
tioh levels. . f 

. A series of regular meetings links NCES with re^e- 
sent^tives of such iiser groups as associations represent- 
ingT^gher educatio^nstitutions, a council of private 

4ec5)Hdary school reprcfsentatives, and deans of teacher- 

Jraining colleges. 

NCES staff members regulariy participate in programs 
at relevant professorial meetings, both to communicate 
the results of rec^ent statistical studies as well as to maia- 
tain Qon tacts -with those conducting surveys. 

Another highly important link is the communica- 
tion with the education community provided as a 
byproduct of the *^ctivity of the Advisory Council on. 
^Education Statistics^ The council, mandated bj; Public 
Law 93:380, consists of seven public members appointed 
by the Secretary as well as ex-officia members from 
several Federal agencies concerned with educational 
statistics, Jhe Council was established to review tl^ 
standards and procedures used by NGfiS and to make*- 
specific recommendations for their Improvement. The 
Council also helps insure that NCES products are free 
from bias orspolitical influence. ' , - " 
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Assistsiiici 
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t\.\^;;0'e^^ . The State personnel exchange.is a jfederally funded 

" Tor tfie exchange of personnel J^ese , program ^ that encourages States to hdp pne^othe/^ In,v 

exchanges result in the sharing of ;e«pe^^ irifpr- ' many situations, a problem in. one Sti^j^^^^^^ 

ination (^ncerning educ^ional datr cpUection^^d' in- been spiyed Li another. The p6rsionneI excf ^|rp^^ 

fonnation systems among ffie St^s. The;tW ^ travel costs for State employee? to review^&e. me A 

heiplink Federd edujcati^^^ pr.sblutions used by other States, Tto enablw/a^^^ 

cdn^ts. \yiw m;;this.procJess^T^^^ agencjeslto seek advice frorii th^ir.'pw 

netVorI«, ifCK'leam &e. ayaaalfi^^^^ (jbnsulta^its whp-m^^^ less fgirigar/W^ 

anil, Polleg|s, Tlhe probable cpst: of cpUecMg ffi^ idata, ihg prqcedufes^ arid dperatfpns :Li ,a,p^rt^^ area; J[n* . | 

and lak^^^ data nee^s of ^^tate^d insm^ aripjher use of the personnel' exchajige,. i S^^^^ 
, :Pl^,SiS a^^^^ , , . . ' '^ request peKonnel^ 



NCES al|o rei^ves/planhin net- ^a review of its mariageihen^ infpnna%h;s>^t!^m^ 

wdrks'ih a^^iuwero situation, a te " » - • — / ^^^ . 



temn of experts from severS States. vidtis me^ . 




;^iceepmg^ tion^^gency involved., Approximatjely 30. jjiersoniiek, . 

^ cp'ntimrag sbujfce *of :teedback xa the data planning/' exchanges ^d team , reviews occur during a pneryear, ^ 
V : , / \ ' period/ , ^ , , 
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